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2012 Men’s Division III - Rule/Protocol Clarifications

As of 1/24/2012

For Division III Men’s Volleyball, the NCAA uses the 2011-13 USA Volleyball Domestic Competition Regulations, USAV Interpretations, and USAV Case Book with specific modifications, as indicated below. 

USAV DCR:http://www.volleyballreftraining.com/includes/2011_13DCRindoor.pdf
USAV Case Book: http://www.volleyballreftraining.com/includes/USAVcasebook.pdf 

USAV Interpretations: http://www.volleyballreftraining.com/interpretations_techniques.php 

Comparison of Significant Rules – NCAA Women vs. USAV:

http://www.volleyballreftraining.com/techniques_pages/pdfs/Rule_ComparisonNCAA_USAV_11.pdf
Score sheet to be used at National Championship – The NCAA volleyball score sheet and Libero tracking shall be used. The NCAA lineup sheet is recommended, but not required

Introduction format to be used at the National Championship

· During introductions, R1 and one LJ will stand to the right of the R1’s platform. The R2 and one LJ will stand to the right of the standard on the R2’s side. On both sides, the referees stand closest to the standard.   

· Teams will be introduced from the end line. 

· The entire team will line up on the end line and the starters will then be introduced.

· Once introduced, the individual will step into the court and then back to the end line.

· There will be no shaking of opposing coach’s hand during introduction of players.

· After introductions, R1 will signal to enter court where each team will shake hands. 

· A quick team huddle will then be allowed before the teams take the court to begin the match. 

Referee certification – NCAA believes it is critical that officials are USAV certified so they are fully versed in USAV rules and procedures.  

Referee arrival courtside – Referees should arrive in uniform courtside 45 minutes prior to match time.

CLARIFICATIONS AND REMINDERS FOR REFEREES AND COACHES

Substitutions: USAV 12 substitution rule

Libero – New USAV rule - At the beginning of each match, the coach must designate 0, 1 or 2 liberos for the entire match. Two liberos are permitted, but only one libero may be on the court at a time. A libero may replace a libero following a completed rally. If a regular player replaces a libero, no libero may return to the court until after a completed rally. No new libero can be redesignated until all original libero(s) are injured. A libero may only enter the match as a regular position player if a team is reduced to five players due to injury. 

Timeout duration – Per USAV. 30 second in length.  No warning whistles necessary.
Ball handling during timeouts: Per USAV. Prohibited. Warming up without ball is allowed.     

Hitting between sets: Per USAV. Prohibited. Ball handling is allowed on each team’s court.    
LJ position during timeouts: Per USAV.    

Submission of lineups prior to first set: Per USAV (2 minutes prior to expiration of the last warm up period). 

Floor captain: Libero may NOT be designated floor captain

Line judge position during service – Per USAV   

Coaches standing – Per USAV. One assistant coach at a time may leave the bench to give instructions to the players on the court. Coaches may not enter the substitution zone. Outside the substitution zone, coaches must remain farther from the court than an imaginary line that is 1.75 meters from and parallel to the sideline, or in their team warm-up area. 

Coaches addressing referees – Per USAV. Only the Head Coach may address the referees. 

First bench chair occupancy – Per USAV. If the head coach is sitting, he/she must be seated in the chair closest to the attack line. If the head coach is not sitting, the chair closest to the attack line shall remain vacant.

Signing score sheet – Per USAV. The first referee and both captains will sign the match score sheets after the match is over.    

	SINGLE MATCH PROTOCOL

	Protocol
	Game Clock
	Time Allotted

	Shared warm-up; no crossover
	60:00-50:00
	10:00

	Serve and pass
	50:00-40:00
	10:00

	Split court; serve and pass with controlled hitting 
	40:00-25:00
	15:00

	Coin toss
	30:00
	N/A

	Visiting team court
	25:00
	5:00

	Home team court
	20:00
	5:00

	Visiting team court
	15:00
	5:00

	Home team court
	10:00
	5:00

	Line up on end line; National Anthem and introductions
	5:00
	N/A

	Match Begins
	0:00
	N/A

	Notes: 

During “entire court” time, opponents may not be in any playable area. They can be behind benches where space permits or in an area physically separated from playable area.

During shared court time, no blocking or digging.


	MULTIPLE MATCH PROTOCOL

	The competition court will be available 40 minutes prior to the scheduled match time. If there is less than 40 minutes, the court will be available approximately 10 minutes after the previous match concludes.

	Protocol
	Game Clock
	Time Allotted

	Split court; serve and pass with controlled hitting 
	40:00-25:00
	15:00

	Coin toss
	30:00
	N/A

	Visiting team court
	25:00
	5:00

	Home team court
	20:00
	5:00

	Visiting team court
	15:00
	5:00

	Home team court
	10:00
	5:00

	Line up on end line; National Anthem and introductions
	5:00
	N/A

	Start
	0:00
	N/A

	Notes: During “entire court” time, opponents may not be in any playable area. They can be behind benches where space permits or in an area physically separated from playable area.

During shared court time, no blocking or digging.


